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JOI, Is:and of Sulu, May 22. 1900.
I am still in the land of the Moros. I

have saled westward from Mindanao, and
for the pa.t week have been traveling
among the islands of the Sulu archipelago
which dot the set in a great crescent
from Mindanao to Borneo. There are two
hundred of these islands, some mere dots
upon the face of the sea: others composed
of mountains and plains. covering an area

equal to that of several hundred good-sized
farms. Some, such as Basitan, Sulu and
TawI Tawi, even approach the dignity of
countries, running from ninety-five square
miles in TawI Tawl to three hundred and
thirty square miles in Sulu, with Basilan
coming between at an area of two hundred
and sixty-three square miles.
The Sulu Islands are among the most

curious. wild and romantic of our PhilIppine
posseesions. They are inhabited chiefly by
Moros of the most savage order. governed
by dattos. and a,' subject to the Sultan of
Su:u. with whom the government has made
a special treaty. giving him a monthly sal-
ary from the United States treasury. His
rule is such, however, that we have had to
place troops at a number of stations
through.out the archipelago. The chief gar-
rison is here at Jolo. but there are soldiers
also at Slassi. Bongao and Basi:an.

Basilan. Siami and Bongao.
Basilan is only a few hours' ride by boat

from Zame anga. It has a population of
something like a thousand or so, and its

capital. Tsahe!1t. contains about eight hun-

dred inhabitants. It is a beautiful island,
with good soil and having mountains cov
ered with timber. The Spaniards used it as
a naval station. and built there dockyards,
barracks and a hospital.
Th- Islatnd of Siassi is the most important

of the Tapul group. emhracing ahout a
scox, of islands and islets. It is situated
about forty mi:es from Suliu, and its cap-
ital. Sassi. vis with Jolo as one of the
corn'..- al centers of the archipelago.
The town of Slassi is the only port in

the Sulu s-a at which steamers can come
direct:y up to the docks. The main street
of the tr-wn. in fact. is built out over the
sca. Its hioss are up on posts standing
cut ahoye th- water. and some of the people
go from house to house on stilts szpping
from their-stilts to the first floor of the
houses and teaving tihm outside until they
are really te depart. The town is very
pretty. being we: shaded with cocoanut
tree, ant doing a crowiderale business in
copra. shark< tins and shel:s. We have a
company tationed at this point.
Ar.,thrr company is quartered at Bongao

to k-It watch ov- r the two dattos who li',e
there ar 'he people of the Tawi Tawi
gro;p. This group has about forty isands.
th,.. rnopt important being Tawi Tawi. a
1,nr ,%al island t y-tiv- mi!es in cir-
em-rn and ab.tt thre" hundred and

esquar. nlee in arta. It is v ry
mount2 ious. ta-ks water and has almost
no oulti et arts.
The I' :an .f Hungao is a huge rocky

mas r: i:5 nii wtm thousand feet almost
rhtup ,u? of the sta. At on. r-od of

It thr, is s mne low land. This is about
Bona'n bay. n: :ion it ar- the harrack,
of -ir .ih ro. Ther is a fort and come

it -ai'!hat ih pira- -ed Rongao as
r h pas t' th!g 'specially we:

-i ens and th. jungle on the
monf a go,',-d 1,'ace for retreat

wh . -k:take. Ro nau Is wnly a few
hrs rid frm tor
Th-ti.!ar n or. or l-es sur-

roard bIy tr' ilsherri-s. The c'hief busi-
news is in th- shells -,f the pearl oy-ters,
whii har -hpred frm the bd of the

JOLO

ocean n,.ar the islands. There is an En-
glish -ompany at Jot., which ia shipping
quanrtii s of th-se shells to, Europe. They
receive from the poornest variety about $7'50
a ton, with th.- adldittional protit which now
and tien comnes from the pearls in the oys-
ters. some of whibh a-ll for hundreds of
dollar,, apiece. Gen-eral Bates told me that
when he called on the sultan his majesty
offered him a tpearl as big as the end of
youtr litt e finger as a tpresent. He says It
was worth about fi$50, but that as he was
a government official he did not feel that
he had a right to acc'-pt it. and hence, to
the surprise of the sultan, refused.

The Sultan and Hi. Pearl.
The sultan and the dattos have the right

to the largest of the pearls which are gath-
Ored by the Morms. and it is said that the
sultan has a great fortune in pearls stored
away in his palace. A German jeweler
called upon him the other day and tried to
buy some, but he found his majesty as well
posted on values as himself and went away
sorrowful. The company which is now do-
lng mnoot of the business is composed of
Engilhmen. They paid. 1 am told, some-
thing !ike M600 for their fahing outut.
ad they have a meIai arrangement with
eh.asulan- Thel' gun about thirtl schaon-

ALLS OF JOLO.

ers and make regular excursions to the
pearl fishing grounds. They use divers who
wear diving suits and carry on the business
after modern methods. The shells are used
In manufacturing knife handles, buttons,
paper cutters and other such things.

I am told that not one-tenth of the money
made from the fishing comes from the
pearls themselves. The shells are the most
valuab'e, the pearls being merely a by-
product. This Is so, I- believe, in all the
pearl fishing centers. In the western Aus-
tralian fisheries, for instance, the returns
for the shells in one year were S400,I00,
while the pearls found during the same
time sold for $S.,0IM0.
The fishing goes on about the Island of

Btasilan and in other grounds in the western
part of the archipe'ago, such as at Bongao
and Tawi Tawi. as well as In the seas not
far from Sulu. The seas have not yet been
carefully prospected, however.

Among the Divers.
The method of diving for pearls as fol-

lowed by the natives Is exceedingly simple.
They use no diving suits, but go naked into
the water, tying heavy stones to.their feet
to help them sink to the bottom. They
usually choose grounds where the pearl
oysters are not more than forty feet below
the surface. The oysters are attached to
the rocks, and the diver cuts them loose
with his knife and puts them In a net bag.
He then gives the signal by jerking the
rope about his waist, and is dragged to the
surface..
The Moros are expert divers and swAim-

mers. They have trained themselves to
holding their breath under water, and some
can remain below the surface for about
two minutes at a time. The business is ex-
ceedingly dangerous, for there are numer-
O00s sharks, and a man is liable to lose a
leg or an arm, if not his life.
After the shells are gathered they must

be cleaned, and the oysters shucked out be-
fore they are ready for sale. They are
often piled up on the shore and left there
to decay, In order that the pearls may be
sQueezed out. Not all of the oysters have
pearls In them, but a very poor shell may
sometimes contain a very fine pearl, so that
great care Is used in handling the product.

How Pearls Are Formed.
Pearls, you know, are caused by some for-

eign substance working its way into the
flesh of the oyster. It may be a grain of
sand, a small pebble or other foreign mat-
ter. The oyster tries to protect himself
from It by putting a coating of pearl about
it, and this coating goes on and on until at
last we have a pearl.
Indeed, I am told that pearls are now be-

ing made in Japan and China by taking the
oysters from the sea and carefully opening
them just wide enough to slip a particle of
sand between the leaves of the shell. The
oysters thus treated are planted and fed
and within a short time each begins to
grow a pearl. It is said that the French
bore holes through the oyster's shell and
insert a little sliver of glass and about
this the oyster grows a pearl.

I have seen something of the pearl fisher-
les of different parts of the world. Some
of the best until recently have been in
Ceylon. but more are now being discovered
In the Persian gulf, where about 3:U1kI,00)
worth are taken out every year. The fish-
ing there is done by naked Arabs, who
plug up their noses and ears before they
go down into the water, and, like the
Iloros here, tie great stones to their feet
to enable them to remain down the more
easily. In Panama the diving is done by
the native Colombians. They find both
pearls and shells, and some of the shells
are exceedingly fine. Not long ago a sea
captain made a contract with the natives
of Panama bay to clean the barnacles from
the bottom of his ship. They did so. and
among the shifs fastened to the hull found
an oyster containing a pearl worth $5.4m).
The captain claimed that the pearl should
be his. but he was :.ot able to prjuade the
Colombians to give it up.

I am told hede' tmt the bst pearls come
from oysters which nre abnut foer years
o!d, and that they range greatly in value
aerording to color and shpe. Thos. which
are perf-etly round are m.,et prized. The
nst .1 the Sulu prolnet onisi 'ts of small
prVire. many seed peart.' b.ing found. The
.rgst pearl krown ito the world Is about

a: big arouid a :ji Ei:glsh walrut. It
w.ighs three orece, but iL: shape Is, not ap. rf-et sph r.

1i tin1 it very diffilcult to get much Infor-
mat;n from the ii h concerning the
I*e-rl industry here. T:.y have succeeded
to th bu,;r," of a Chle o. who evidentlyfourd it quite pronftaLe. for' he is s-id toie a imillionaire and Is one of the richest
men of the Philippinen. The English evi-dlently have a good tirng and refer to keepthe deTiails concerning it secret.
What the1Iy piay the Snlian I do not know,

but I am told that the Chinese gave him
S1i,41 a month four the privilege of fIching
ir. th deep, .-aters of the archipelago.
Durir g the past week I have coasted

POLICE.
around the Island of Sulu. It Is one of the
most beautiful of the Philippine group.
made up of mountains and valleys covered
with rich grass and here and there spotted
with forests. From the ships the hills make
Ime think of the mountains of West Virginia
rather than the tropics, save that many of
the peaks are extinct craters and you can
everywhere see that the land is volcanic.
The grass appears to be very rich. It grows
so luxuriantly that in riding through the
country I have often found it above my
head when I sat on my pony. The trees ont
the mounrtains are large, some of them bie-
Ing of anahogany, teak and other hard-
woods. There Is but little cultivation any-
where. The Island is about ten miles wide
and thirty miles long, and the most of it
Is as wild as it was when the Moros came
over from Borneo and took possession of it
centuries ago.
The only settlements are the Moro vil-

lages, collections of thatched huts which
you see here and there along the shore, and
this town of JIolo (pronounced Holo), in
which I am writing.

Oar Sula Capital.
The town of Jolo has about 1,0W popula-

tion. It may be called our capital of the
Bulu Islands, for It was built by the Span-

Sam. The town is one of the moot beautiful
of all the settlements of the Philippine
Islands. It is more like a botanical garden
than a town. Its wide streets, paved with
white sand, cross one another at right
angles. They are shaded by great trees.
the limbs of which meet and intertwine
overhead, making a series of arbors which
enable you to walk with safety through
them at midday, although you are on the
edge of the equator. Here and there through
the town are small parks filled with tropical
trees and flowers. The city has running
water, and ditches have been made through
the streets which half circle the trees and
irrigate them. The main street ends in a'
pier running out into the ocean. The upper
end of it is a plaza or drill ground, where
the soldiers parade morning and evening,
and where the band frequently plays.
One of the curious features of the town

is its wall. This consists of one thickness
of brick built on a concrete base a yard
high. It could be easily battered down by
a cannon, but it was intended to protect the
Spaniards from the lances and arrows of
the Moros, and for this reason you see
cracks or holes in it at intervals, each crack
just wide enough for a gun to be poked
through. For the same reason the mdrtar
on top of the wall is filled with broken wine
bottles, so placed that they will cut the
fingers of any one who tries to climb over.
Jolo has often been In a state of siege, for

the Spaniards have had many wars with
these Mohammedans. The gates even now
are never left open at night, and no more
than one hundred Moros are allowed to
come into the town at a time. The Span-
iards restricted the Moros to certain limits
outside the town. They had a dead 'ine
over which if a Moro stepped he was sure
to be shot by their sentries.

Uncle Sam's Property,
Uncle Sam has a limite.l title to the lands

of the Sulu archipelago. He does not own

property here .s in other parts of the Phil-
ippines, his title being limited by the treaty
made with the sultan. He succeeds, how-
ever, to all that the Spaniards owned.
This consisted of a number of towns scat-
tered over the island, which were used as
military posts. He owr.a here not only Jolo
inside the wall, but the I.nd for a radius
of about a mile a-&und the town. This
line is marked out by block houses, in each
of which our soldiers are now quartered,
and the Moros are tot penmitted to settle

In the Market.

inside the radius. The ciredo containr ex-
cellent land, and in the grcwth which Jolo
will have through the deveh.pmct.t of the
agricultural resources of the Island of Sulu
it will be worth a great deal for building
lot., as it comprises the only sectlon uponwht:ch more houses can be built.
The buildings of Jolo are nearly all of

two stories, each hav!ttg a shop on the
ground floor and livin:; quarters above it.
The oyster siell windiw, common to the
north, is used here. and the architecture is
abtout the same style as that of the better
houses of Luzon. There are large bar-
racks for the solli-rs, a well-constructed
fort, so that the trorwp3 are quite as com-
fortably quartered as thty could be at
home.
The business of the town is done almost

altogether by the Chhiese. there belug oly
one Moro merchant in the whole town.

Early Morning at Jolo.
One of the queerest piaces in Jolo is the

market. It Is largely pationized by the
Moros, who are the chlcf peddlers and mar-
ket sellers. The businees begins at (l
O'clock in the morring and it ends before
9. It begins at 6 because the gates are
not open before that time. I got up at 5:45
yesterday morning to sco the crowd of mar-
ket people enter the city. The sentinels
were pacing the streed. There were two
sold:ers at the gate, and in front of the
gate itself, under the tower which rises
above it, two other se:di rs were sleepingin their hammocks. The town was quiet.
I could hear only the bm-klh:g of a dog, the
crov6Ing of cocks, and the snoring of thesoldi'rs. I crawled ta-ler a h:ommork and
mounted the steps of the tiwer. mid from
its window looked dowi out.ide of the wall.Below me stood as mot'ey a crowd as
you will find in tiny part of tle world. The
only one I have swen which wll comparewith it is that whih ~:hers at tlie galtes
of the capital of Corea on market morn-
Ings. There the crowd was of Yellow-
faced, almond-eyed mortals. dres.'el in
white gowns. Here the people are dark-fared. str-Wght-eyed, half-naked MA:ys.Stand with me on the tower and let us look
aw them together. There is a Moro with ahalf a dozen chicknsit. He is clad in a
jaeket anl dirty white diawers, but lie
wears a whito turban and .has a gorgeous
red belt at the waist. Beside him stands a
black-faced boy in a briech cloth. He has
six green coconanute fastened to each end
of that pole, whilh rests upon his shoul-ders: he is iringing them to the- market
for sale. Further over aro two Moro wo-
men, half hid'ng their faces. They have
red cotton cloths wrapled about their lean
persons. They are barefooted and almostbarelegged, and you fear that the wind will
blow off their gowns. Ench has a basketof vegetables on her head, which she bal-ances there withottt tou~ching it, waitir.g for
the gate to open. It the same crowd there
are pigtailed Chinese, carrying baskets of
lettuce and vegetables o-n poles. There are
Mohammedans with burnches of oranges andMome boys loaded down vwith bananias, du-
rien and bread fruit. What a var'ety ofhats. Here is one just below us, which Is
as big as a parasul, and by its sido, hiding
the head of a woman, is another the size
of a soup plate.
But there! The bugle sounds! The crowd

wakes up, as it were. The gates open Andall rush for the market.
Queer Market Scene.

Let us follow and see how they buy and
sell down here in our Mohammedan land on
the edge of the tropics. We are in a low
building consisting of wafIs of stalls about
a hollow square. But few of the stalls are
in use; the most of the peddlers have squat-
ted down on their heels in two long rows,
facing each other, with their wares in front
of them spread out on the ground. Some
have laid green banana leaves on the sand
of the court and upon them have placed
litt'e piles of eggs, fruit, betel nuts and
vegetables of various kinds, while others
have laid their wares in the dirt. All are
cliewing the betel or smoking as they wait
for their customers.
Can These Be Amnerican Citisensl
Cast your eyes up and down through the

mnarket. Could you ever conceive such peo-
ple as American citizens? They are more
fantastic and savage than you ever imag-
ined. Let us notice them as they squat
down before us. Here, under our feet. is
a dark-faced woman with hair like a ne-
gress. Her dress consists of a dirty brown
cotton cloth as big as a sheet, which she
has so loosely wrapped around her shoulders
that It has fallen down. She has a rag
about the waist which barely reaches her
knees. Her face shows little intelligence.
The eyes are bleared and down the corners
of her mouth are streaks of the blood-like
stain of the betel. She opens her Uips and
you see that her teeth are as black as your
boots. She is as dirty and ugly as any old
woman of the African wilds. LA I look at
is as dirty and ugly as any old woman of
the African wilds, and it makes one almost
gag to think her his sister. As I look at
her she sees my note hook and begins to
primp, combing up her wool and drawing
in her dirty broyrn rags over her bosom.
Further on are more women of the same

clasg, although 'some are better dreased.
and not a few are.quite ean. All are chew-
ing the betel- and evar woman and mnan

has a cigar in her or his Anouti. The men
are by far the beat dresse Mady of them
wear tight pantaloons of- bright colors.
Some have red sashes an fll tu ban more
or less gay. Some wear r d taps, such
as you se. In Egypt. 1

.FRANK G..CARPENTEIL
CLEARING THU NIlA.

The Work of Removig tl "Sudd"S
That Obstruets N41vifis on.

From the IAndon Graphie, 1
We are permitted to pub~lsh tle following

letter from a young naval, officer engaged
in removing sudd on the 1411e: ,

Gunbqat Hapir,
In the Sudd1Bahi-el-Gebel.

We are at work on the phird.plock now.
The first block was 1.100 yardR long and
took four days to clear. The second block
was 1,260 yards and took twelve days to
get a channel through it. This one is about
800 yards and has already taken twelve
days and will take another five or six.
There Is a cataract In It, most weird. The
river has a fall of about four-fifths of a

foot, and there is one very narrow chan-
nel at the other end of the block, where
the water rushes through at the rate of ter
miles an hour, making a regular little cata-
ract, which, I think, will disappear as we
clear away the sudd. The fourth block is
about fifteen miles south of this, apd there
are ten blocks altogether. We hope to get
through in April.' Then we shall probably
go In a procession with our five steamers-
one we shall find at the other end of the
blocks, which Gaze left there-and go on
to Gondokoro, passing Shambe, Bor and
some p.ace which the Belgians have, Fort
Berkeley, where Gaze came from. It will
be very Interesting, won't it, getting Into
Central Africa like that?
I wish that I could explain nicely what

the river is like. When one arrives at a
block it is very curious. All of a sudden
the rive'r ceases to be. Nothing but an ex-
quisite greenness of tall papyrus about
fourteen feet- high entwined with convol-
vulus, the hippos and crocodiles disporting
themselves and numerous wonderful birds.
Elephants, giraffes and lions occasionally
seen and shot. Fine warm weather In the
day time, but this block Is very damp of
an evening.
Our routine Is as follows: Up to 5:30

a.m., tea and start work, stopping from 8
a.m. to 9; work from 9 to 1 p.m., stop till
2:15; then work on until after sunset, when
comes the best part of the day. We colect
and yarn about the day's work and the fu-
ture, etc., take our quinine pills and whisky
and soda, then bathe and dress. Funny
time of the day to dress, isn't it? After
dinner one isn't fit for much except bed, to
which we lonesomely and solemnly adjourn.
Ten hours a day, seven days a week, out
of the way of the world, all by our little
selves! Dervish prisoners and Egyptian ar-
tillerymen do the work. Major Peaks of
the R. A. Is In command of the party, then
we three do the brunt of the work up at
the front. There is a Captain Stewart, a so
of the R. A.. and a doctor down at the
base, where all the wood for the steamers
is cut. We had two other army officers up
here, but one has just left to go out to
South Africa and the other has been ap-
pointed inspector of Berber. Peake is
rather lucky in having three naval officers-
not wishing to boast-but I think it would
take much longer if we weren't here, for
the work is more in our line-playing about
with wire hawsers, capstans, etc.
Some parts of this block are very stiff.

We have broken wire hawsers and even
chain cables in trying to get away some of
the sudd. I have just read a leader in the
MornIng Post of December 7, re the sudd,
which I inclose in case you haven't seen it,
so you will see what they think of the
"stupendous'' task before us! As a matter
of fact, we can do it easily on 110,000.
Now, as to how we do it. On arriving at

a block we tie up the steamer and set
everything on tire, then cut down all the
dead papyrus, etc., which is on the sudd
until It soon looks like a very rough fleid.
Then this "field" is (lug into small sections
four or five yards square; the trenches are
dug to about two feet under water, the
sudd itself is one, two or three feet above
water and from six to ton underneath.
Next we put pieces of 6,.od round our
section (cut up telegraph poles), fix a wire
hawser round the section shoved well
down in the trenches and behind the posts,
and bring the two ends on the steamer.
The steamer then backs astern and eventu-
ally pul*s out the section, which floats down
stream. The wire is got inhoard again, the
poles recovered and the steamer proceeds
for another section. The force and jerk
which the steamer brings on the wire sever
the roots of the section underneath from
the others-or, at least, sometimes does.
That's the idea.
February 8, 1900.-We got through this

block on the 6th, having been eighteen days
at It, but there is a lot to be done yet to
finish. Today is a holiday, the first one for
a month. The other boat up here has gone
on to view the fourth block, fifteen miles
off. When we get through all the sudd we
are going on south in a procersion as far as
we can go, which may be a little south of
Gondokoro (pronounced Gondockoro), but
then between that and the lake are some
rapids, which, I am sorry to say, we shall
not be able to pass. -We are In hopes of
getting back to Khartoum in May.
February 9, 1900.-The Tawal, which went

on to the fourth block yesterday, returned
in the evening with the good news that
the alteration in the river caused by our
opening the third block had broken adrift
the fourth block, which has been coming
down the river in pieces, so she went on to
the fifth block, thirty miles from here,
which they report is about 60W yards long,
fairly easy and that one has also started
breaking up.
February 16, 1900.-I am now by myself

at the fifth block, getting along very well
at it. As is our usual custom at each block,
we turned up a dead crocodile, which the
dervishes wanted to eat. but as he was so
very offensive I couldn't allow it. One of
the seamen of one of the barges died the
other night In a most extraordinary man-
ner. He went to sleep in one of the holds
and was suffocated. We have lost about
twe ty-five dervishes so far, which is not
to be wondered at, considering the state
they were in when they came up here-
a lot of them had chicken pox, too.
A young fellow, Progan by name, was

suddenly discovered one day by our doctor
while he was out shooting up the Bahr-el-
Zeraf. He has done a really remarkable
performance. having walked here the whole
way from Uganda with only six men-in
fact, he originally came from the Cape, so
I should think will be the first man to do
the little journey, Cape to Cairo! No one
was more surprised, and I expect pleased.
than he to find our party up here ready to
give him a lift down to Cairo. Steamer
arrives tomorrow and takes mall, so fare-
well.

Fortunate.
From Puck.
Census M'an-"Are you married?'
Happy Dad-"You bet!"
Census Man--"Have you any faily?"
Happy Dad-"~Yes, siree! And, say! It's

awrful lucky you came today Instead of yes-
terday!I"
Census Man-"Eh? Why?"
Happy Dad--" 'Cause 1 hadn't anty yester-

day."

AMERICA.

Oh, mother of a mighty race,
Yet lovely In thy youthful grace!'
The elder dames, thy haurghty pters,Admire and hate thy blooming years.
With words of shame--
And taunts of scorn they join thy, name.
For on thy cheeks the glow Is spread
That tints thy mornIng hils with red;
iTy step-the wild deer's rustlng feet
Within thy wordsa are not more flest;Thy hopeful e.s
Is bright as tb Le own summer sky.

Ay, ettem ail-hoseha hy ses
They do not know how loved thou art,How many a fend ad fearless heart
Would rise to throw
Its life between thee and the foe,
They know not In their hate sand prde
What virtues with thy children bide;
How true. bow good, thy graceful maids
Make bright, like flowers, the valley Shades;
What generous men
Spring, like thine oaks, by hill andi glee;
What cordial welcomes eet the guest
By thy lone rivers of the west;
How faith i kept and truth revered
And man Is loved, and God Is fears.
In woodland homes;
Ad where the ocean border foes

There'. freedom at thy sates and rest
For earth's dewn-trodden and opprest,A shelter for the hunted- head,
For the starved laborer toil and bread.
Power at thy boundsSteps and calls hack its hafled hounds.

Oh, fair young mnther! en thy brow
Shail sit a noler grace then Dow.
Deep In the brlshtsas of the skies
The thronging years In glory rise,
And as they fleet
Drep strength and riches at thy feet.

Thine eye, with,-every seining hoer, .Shall brighten, and thy frown shall tower;
And when thy aisters, elder born,
Would brand thy name with words of scorn,
Bsere thine eye

OUR ARMS IN CHINA
This is Not the First Time We Have

Come to Blows.

TO TMCH RIlPECT FOR OUR FLG

Story of the Attack on the Forts
Below Canton

OVER FORTY YEARS AGO

Written for The Evening Star.
The present conflict with China is the

second time in the history of our inter-
course with the flowery kingdom that we
have had to resort to force of arms to com-
pel the arrogant celestials to honor our
flag and to impress upon them our deter-
mination to guard the treaty rights of our
citizens resident there.
The story of that other time Is a tale at

the '50's, when our wooden walls-mostly
sailing ones at that-upheld the dignity of
Old Glory in the far east and the other out-
of-the-way corners of the globe.
Toward the end of October of '56 the

strife between the British and the Chinese
at Canton had become so acute that it be-
came necessary to safeguard our citizens
and consul at that place by the detail of a
guard of marines and bluejackets, and on
the 23d of that month Capt. A. H. Foote of
the U. S. S. Portsmouth, then lying atWhampoa anchorage, a dozen miles belowCanton, took four of his boats, a howitzerand an armed force of eighty men and
rowed up to the city. A couple of dayslater Capt. Smith of the .U. S. S. Levant,just arrived, brought up an additional forceof sixty-nine.

Starting the Trouble.
On the 29th of October the British landed

an assaulting party, which was unfor-
tunately accompanied by a few enthusiastic
American citizens who incautiously planted
out flag upon the city walls. That was the
beginning of our trouble, or. rather, that
was Imperial Chinese Commissioner Yeh'sjustification for the action of the Barrier
forts some days later, and was incidental-ly, so this wily oriental implied, why theAmerican steamer Kum Fa, while goingthrough the Macao passage about this time,was fired upon by one of the forts.
On the afternoon of the 15th of Novem-

ber, after a consultation at Whampoa with
Commodore James Armstrong-who had
just arrived in the U. S. steamer San Ja-
cinto-Captain Foote was fired upon by one
of the Barrier forts as he was on his wayback to Canton to direct the removal of
the American guard. Grape and round
shot were fired at the boat five times, but
fortunately without doing any damage. The
Barrier forts, situated about five miles be-
low the city, formed the main defense of
the town and were deemed the key to the
approach. and, in the eyes of the Chinese,
were looked upon as the most formidable
works in the empire. They were four in
number and mounted no fewer than 176
guns, many of them being pieces of 8 and
10.5-inch caliber, while the river walls were
massive granite structures six and eight
feet thick.

Active Preparations.
The channel of the Pearl river at the

point of the forts was narrow and tortuous
and the current decidedly swift. At once
Commodore Armstrong dispatched Com-
manders Foote and Bell-the latter com-

manding the San Jacinto-in search of
steamers to tow the Portsmouth and the
Levant off the forts to redress the outrago
upon our flag, the San Jacinto drawing too
much water to get beyond Whampoa.
At daylight next morning, the 16th of No-

vember, the Kum Fa, without molestation,
proceeded up to Canton to bring back the
marines, seamen, launches and howitzers
belonging to the San Jacinto and the Ports-
mouth. In the meantime, Lieutenant Wil-
liamson of the San Jacinto in a cutter with
an armed crew, and accompanied by a
pilot, was sent to sound out the channel
up to the forts. At noon the lieutenant
returned, reporting that he had sounded
to within less than half a mile of the forts
when he was fired upon three times, and
Edward Mullen, his coxswain, was killed
while in the act of heaving the lead.
The Kum Fa succeeded in bringing down

the larger part of the guard from Canton
without mishap, the rest being left at the
consulate under Commander Smith of the
Levant.

Hot Work Ahead.
All of the crew of the San Jacinto that

could be spared were distributed between
the Portsmouth and the Levant, and Com-
mander Bell, In the absence of Commander
Smith, was detailed to assume command
of the latter vessel. Commodore Arm-
strong, accompanied by the fleet surgeon,
repaired to the Portsmouth, on which ship
the commodore hoisted his broad pennant.
With everything snug above, and with

their royals and topgallantmasts sent down,
the ships left their anchorage after the
men had finished their dinner and every-
thing been done to prepare the ships for
the hot work cut out for them. It takes
no very vivid imagination to picture the
odds those thin wooden walls were going
to face in attacking four strong masonry
forts armed with more than five times the
number of guns the vessels bore.

The Good Old Portsmouth.
The old Portsmouth, in tow of the Amer-

ican steamer Wililamette, headed the pro-
cession. with the little Kum Fa bringing
up behind with the Levant in tow. Be-
fore coming in range the Levant grounded
and so remained until after nightfall. In
the meantime, the Portsmouth kept stead-
ily on her way alone up the Whampoa
channel, and when within 500 yards of the
nearest fort-it being about 4:20 p.m.-an-
chored and swung into position to shell
those defenses. Some time before the
Portsmouth came to anchor the forts
opened a brisk and well-directed fire-the
exceptional accuracy was subsequently ex-
plained by the presence In the fort of some
120 discIplined Chinese sailors lately dis-
charged from a European man-of-war. It
was not until the chips began to fly that
the old ship opened up upon the enemy,
and then for nearly three hours she kept
up so rapid and continuous a shell fire that
the nearest fort was silenced and the rest
of them were attacking but feebly when
night closed in. The coolness of Captain
Curry. the merchant skipper of the WiI-
liamette, won the unstinted praise of all.
Without any means of defense or retalia-
tion he steamed boldly up stream at the
head of the line, never faltering a moment.
and "cast off" from the Portsmouth only
when the ship had conme to anchor under
a very heavy fire. For the whole of that
afternoon the Portsmouth stood the at-
tack alone, but the men that manned her
guns were fearless, and the tale of car-
nage their guns told in that fort was
something fearful. Shell after shell from
her big eight-inch guns tore away great
masses of masonry, dismounted tbe enemy's
guns and slaughtered whole gun's crews
at a time. Each discharge made the old
ship tremble as with rage from keel to
truck. but each shell shook the enemy
more. Six times the gqgd ship was hulled,
but not dangerously, one shot coming In
through the stern, wrecking a portion of
the captain's cabin and mortally wounding
one of the marine guard just as the ves-
sel unfortunately swung In a position to be
raked. The enemy fired grape shot and
round shot, but no shell, and it is to their
lack of the latter ~that the Portsmouth
owed her survival. The frightful pounding
the good ship gave that nearest fort, which
had a battery of fifty-three pieces-paved
the way for the wholesale success that fol-
lowed and so demoralized the natives that
they were never again able to put up the
same. defense.

Ready for the Morrw.
Darkness came upon a wearied but happy

crew on the Portsmouth. During the night
the Levant was pulled back into the chan-
nel and brought up where her guns could
bear on the morrow, and, later, to take
her share of the pounding, too.
The next day. November 17, the Ports-

mouth grounded, but the lesson she had
given the Chinese the day before made
them hesitate to take sdvsntsge of her
position, and, showing no disposition to re-
sume the attack, Comnmodore Augrn
concluded the suthoritiee to be in a mo
to sue for peace. and, accordnl, begancorresppndence with the wily Yeh On the
evening of this day Commande guith re-

and resumed command of his shim the
Levant.
Three days of "diplomatic" quibbling

passed. On the 2fth the Chinese being de-
tected in strengthening their defenses and
preparing for a stout resistance, Captain
Foote determined to take the initiative and
to storm the enemy's forts.
At 6:50 on the morning of that day both

ships being in position and In all respects
ready for action, the vessels beat to quar-
ters and simultaneously opened on the two
nearest forts. After an interval of five
minutes the fire was briskly returned and
so continued until 7:45, when it materially
slackened.

Capture of a Fert.
A storming party, consisting of 2K7 per-

sons, ofcers, seamen and marines, with
four howitzers, under the command of Cap-
tain Foote, Commanders Bell and Smith
leading, respectively, the detachments from
their ships, was formed under the shelter
of the Portsmouth. The party pulled for
the shore in three columns, the marines
being most efficiently led by Captain Simma
of that corps. While landing, two appren-
tive boys were killed by the accidenta dis-
charge of a rifle. The party formed and
marched toward the rear of the fort, drag-
ging the three howitzers with them across
the deep mud of the rice fields, and wading
a creek waist deep. In order to attack the
enemy from his weak side it was necessary
to pass through a village offering some
resistance until the howitzers cleared the
streets and secured an unobstructed ad-
vance. When near the fort the soldiers
were seen fleeing from it, many swimming
for the opposite shore. The marines be-
Ing in advance, opened upon the fugitives,
killing from forty to fifty of them, and a
few moments later the stars and stripes
were planted on the walls. The fort op-
posite, now brought an energetic fire to
bear upon the captured battery, but the
attack was soon silenced after turning this
captive ordnance upon them-not, however,
before one of our own men had been ki!led
by the bursting of one of the Chinese
guns.
The city of Canton being only four or

five miles distant, a portion of Its army.
variously estimated from 5,1)10 to 15,000
strong. and creditably estimated at fully
3,000, was quite near. They twice advanced,
but were both times repulsed by the ma-
rines. losing ten or a dozen killed, and as
they were retreating a deadly fire was

opened upon them from one of the howit-
zers. One of the howitzers' crews was
wounded in the leg.
Again night closed the action, and a

small portion of the force withdrawn, while
the rest remained to guard the captured
works till morning.

Resuming the Battle.
At 3 a.m. the next day, the 21st, an

eight-Inch shot from one of the forts struck
the Portsmouth and lodged in the bends.
This was instantly returned by three of her
shells and the fort was silenced. At 4 a.m.

the commander of the San Jacinto, with
the force with which he had occupied the
captured fort during the night, embarked
and returned to the ships. After a rest of
two hours, both ships opened fire on the
three remaining forts, which was returned
at first with considerable spirit. During
this action a seaman on the Levant was
mortally wounded. The fort nearest the
ships having been silenced, at 7 o'clock the
boats, in tow of the Kum Fa, left the
ships and started for the attack. While
passing the barrier a ricochet sixty-four-
pounder shot .from the farthest fort struck
oneoftheboats, comp'etelyrakingit and in-
stantly killing one man, mortally wounding
two others and injuring more or less se-
verely seven more. The steamer stood on
with the boats in tow till they were covered
by an intervening neck of land. After wad-
ing a ditch waist deep and receiving several
shots from gingals and rockets-one of the
latter mortally wounding a marine-the
fort was carried in the presence of a thou-
sand or more Chinese soldiers, drawn up
just beyond howitzer range. A corporal of
marine-the color bearer of his company-
planted the flag upon the walls. Several of
the guns of this fort, supplemented by the
navy howitzers, were brought to bear upon
the central fort commanding the river.
which had opened upcn the victors. It was
soon silenced. The other guns hi the fort-
altogether forty-one in number-were
spike.l. their carriages burned and every-
thing destructible destroyed.

Bravery of Our Men.
At 4 p.m. the marines, advancing along

the bank of the river, captured a breast-
work, mounting six guns. A party of Chi-
nese soldiers, several hundred in number.
advanced toward them, but were soon re-

pulsed by two companies of sailors led by
their lieutenant. In the meantime one of
the howitzers was brought to bear upon a
still greater force, which was dispersed
with considerable loss-how much could
not be told, for they carried their dead and
wounded away. The boats, under fire from
the opposite side of the river, had been
tracked up to the breastwork taken by the
marines, and now, under cover of these
newly won guns and those of the fort just
taken, crossed to the island and took pos-
session of Its fort containing thirty-eight
guns. one of which was a monster brass
affair of eight and one-half-Inch caliber
and twenty-two feet five inches in length.
It was this gun, no doubt, that buried its
shot in the heavy bends of the Portsmouth.
Again the standard bearer of the marines
was the first to -plant the colors on the
captured walls. Everything that could be
destroyed was demolished, and only one
more fort now remained to be silenced and
captured. This fort, on the Canton side of
the river. then opened fire upon the last
fort taken. but the guns of that fort, to-
gether with those murderous howitzers.
brought it to silence after half an hour's
fire. It was now quite dark, so it was
deemed expedient to defer the final assault
on this last fort until morning. During the
night the enemy made active preparations
for a vigorous resistance.

Saturday's Operations.
The following morning, Saturday, No-

vember 22, all hands were called at 4
o'clock, and arrangements made prepara-
tory to the attack "in front" on the fourth
and last fort. At early daylight, every-
thing being in readiness, the first lieuten-
ant of the San Jacinto, who had been left
In charge of the third fort captured, was
directed to fire a single howitzer for the
purpose of drawing the enemy's fire, and.
as that did not succeed, another shot was
fired with no better result. Three howitzers
were now left In this fort to cover the
landing and to prevent the enemy from
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working the guns bearing upon the point
which the landing party was to double be-
fore crossing the river. One launch, with
Its howitzer, preceded, the other boats fol-
lowing In three columns as at the landing
two days before.
As soon as we ceae in eight of the fort.

the howitzers behind us commenced play-ing briskly to divert the enemy's stre from
the boats. But from the moment the flo-
tilla cleared the point and during the time
Intervening until It could come within mus-
ket range, the enemy's guns were hot In
their attack upon the assaulting party de-
spite the rapid and effective fire of the
howitzers on the fort opposite. Round
shot, grape shot and the shot from gingal
struck all around and passed closely over-
head, but by great good fortune did no
damage, though so long and spiritedly enn-
tinued. As the boats could not be brought
close to shore, the men, with three hearty
cheers. jumped Into the water waist deep,forned and carried the works with a rush,
reaching them In time to fire upon the last
of the retreating foe, and in time to cut
the burning slow match leading to the
loaded guns which the Chinese had care-
fully trained upon our boats before fleeing.
A lieutenant of the Portsmouth was the
first to enter the fort, and her boatswain's
mate planted old glory on the walls. This
fort contained thirty-eight guns; and here.
too, everything was demolished that could
be with the means then at hand.
As a final effort, the Chinese made an

attack In force and attempted to scale with
ladders the rear of the last fort. but were
successfully repulsed.
The ships received forty-nine shots In

hull and rigging during the engagements of
the 16th, Moth and 21st, the Portsmouth
twenty-seven and the Ievant twenty-two.
the Levant having been brought so near
the forts that she received the hottest of
their fire on the last two days.

Leses em Beth Sides.
The American loss was seven kill-d and

twenty-two wounded in action, while three
others were Instantly killed and nine more
wounded by the premature explosiron of a
mine while demolishing the heavy walls
of the forts' river facings after the fight.
The Chinese authorities give their loss at
5WK0. and that is not to be wondered at In
the face of the terrible shelling they re-
ceived from the ships.
The gallantry of the marine, the courageof the seamen and fine service performedby the American merchautmen that volun-

teered their services are especially com-
mended by Commodore Armstrong, while
of the howitzers ( ap ain Foo e says: 'They
contributed greatly. I might aimost say
secured the success of the expedation, not
only by their destructive qualities, but by
the fear which their appearance inspired
among the enemy the moment they came
within their range."
After some futile efforts to obtain an

acknowledgment of wrongdoing from the
Imperial commissioner. Yeh, and an un-
equivocai avowal of rightful dealing In the
future. Commodore Armstrong was 'bltged
to content himself finally with the Enowl-
edge of the work he had accomplished upon
the forts and with a few oily phrases from
the very slick Yeb.
Thus ended our first war with China-a

war that did a vast deal to raise the pres-
tige of our flag in the far east and to aid
later in bringing us in direct offlcial touch
with the person of the emperor-a recogni-
tion for many years deemed too good for
the foreign barbarian.

Courage Apprecated.
Lionel Phillips, in the Oostemporary Resiew.

I do not share the opinion of those who
believe that after the war the bitterness
of feeling will be greater than it has been
In the past. On the contrary, the mutual
respect which has to some extent been es-
tablished by the bravery displayed on both
sides will make Englishmen and Dutchmen
In the future regard each other with less
disfavor. Just after the war in 1881 I ha
to travel through the Transvaal. and It
was Impossible to come within balling dis-
tance of a Boer farm without being called
a verrot el (rotten egg). That was the
eEtimate of British subjects held by the
Bcers as a result of peace being concluded
the face of defeat in our own territory
of Natal. The destruction of the Ideal
which Great Britan has permitted to dwell
in their minds, and the settlement of a
number of Englishmen in different parts
of the country, coupled with the influence
which good government and improved
trade carry with them, will gradually bring
about a better feeling.
The common subject of conversation with

the Boers in the past has been the shoot-
ing of rooineks (Englishmen), and It was
not at all an uncommon practice for a
farmer to show a visitor a Martini-Henry
rifle and expatiate on the number of
rolbaatjes (soldiers) it had slain. The dis-
grace of Majuba will no longer trouble En-
glishmen, nor be a subject upon which the
Boers will care to dwell. The whole popu-
lation will have something else to think
of, and the Intercourse between the two
races, which must gradually increase, will
tend to soften existing animosities. Na-
ture has been particularly bountiful in her
gifts to South Africa, and when the white
population is united, which Is only a qu.v-
ton of time, that country, under an honest
and intelligent government, which makes a
study of and ministers to its requirements,
should become one (of the most powerful
and loyal of British dependencies.

Whisky in Siteekings.
From the Philadelphia Times.
"The liquor habit is decreasing among

the men, but it Is increasing among wo-
men," said Mrs. Leonora M. Lake In a lec-
ture on temperance delivered recently in
St. Paul. Mrs. Lake spoke for over an
hour, her subject being "Why I Am a To-
tal Abstainer."
The lecturer stated that one reason why

more men were total abstainers now was
because their business interests demanded
it. Many business concerns refused to em-
ploy a man unless they had sufficicnt proof
that he never touched liquor In any form.
On the other hand, many firms that employ
women complain, said Mrs. Lake, that their
employes bring liquor to their work with
them. A man at the head of a large fac-
tory informed the lecturer that it was not
uncommon for girls to bring bottles of
whisky with them to the factory hidden
away in their stockings.
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